
Death of a Salesman 1
st 

Reading Assignment 
Make a list of at least THREE character traits for at least FOUR characters: 

1) Willy
2) Bi.ff

3) Linda
4) (PICKONE): Happy, Charley, Bernard, Howard, Ben

With each character include: 

� A Statement of the character trait (X4)
� At least 3 text-citations with page numbers supporting each character trait 

Example using Streetcar-

Stanley Kowalski: Character Trait 1: Animalistic attributes/behavior 
1) "big clumsy fingers" (38)

2) "bull ... bull"; "making pigs of yourself' (131)
3) "describing me as an ape" (112)

4) "he grunts" (108)
5) "He acts like an animals .. don't hang back with the brutes" speech (72)

JUST AN FYI about possible character traits ideas for another text (Streetcar): 
Stanley 
Animalistic; Violent, crude, barbaric, arrogant 
Controlling; need to exercise control over others; feels superior to women 
Short man syndrome, Napoleonic complex, insecurities 
Deliberately cruel; Distrusting 
Manly, skilled with hands 
Irrational; The appearance of being all-knowing (or smarter than he is) 
Sexually abusive; Sarcastic; Paranoid 
Realistic; Bluntness; an indignant revealer of the truth 
An instigater; The king of the house issues; Ability to see through lies 

Stella 
Submissive, people pleaser ( a need to please) 
Controlled by her sexual desires; loves unconditionally 
Trapped; in denial; dismissive of Stanley's offenses 
Protective of Blanche, falsely assertive; strong willed 
Forgiving; acts stupid for her own survival 
devoted to Stan; attracted to physical masculinity 
passive; sporadic moments of assertiveness 

Blanche 
Self-infatuated; conceited 
Alcoholic; Trapped; Liar; hypocritical; Flighty; Flirtatious 
Inability to distinguish between reality and illusion 
Needs to be complimented; ( appearance of) materialistic 
Shows a fear of aging; Desire to be beautiful; Obsession with cleanliness 
Victimized; delusional; A nervousness, eventual insanity 
presents an illusion of who she is; a fake; inability to face truth 
infatuated with figures of youth; underlying sexual desires 
vain, excitable, delicate, fragile ( despite fierce temper when confronted) 
need to feel sexy; damsel in distress 
bossy at times; stuck in the past; presenting the appearance of old Southern morals 

Mitch 
Insecure about himself; self-conscious; low self-esteem; less than fully masculine 
Innocent, narve, bumbling; sensitive 
Lonely; Loyal, moral 
Devoted to mother; mama's boy; caring towards women 
Compassionate, gentlemanly 
Wants to feel loved and care for someone 
Doesn't want to live in a world of illusions 
Linked to Blanche through death experience 




